ENGLISH 98 – Course Description and Grading Standards

Catalog Description
Study and application of grammar, punctuation, and standard written English usage.  Introduction to the writing process by composing sentences, paragraphs, and multi-paragraph compositions.  Concurrent enrollment in English 98R recommended.

Student Learning Outcomes
Reading: Comprehend various test questions and writing prompts.
Reading: Paraphrase and summarize both student and professional writing.
Grammar: Identify and repair common sentence problems such as, but not limited to, comma splices, run-ons, fragments, subject-verb agreement errors, ambiguous pronoun references, and pronoun agreement errors.
Writing: Compose sentences using the four basic sentence patterns (simple, compound, complex, and compound complex) subordinating minor ideas using dependent clauses and emphasizing major ideas using independent clauses.
Writing: Understand and use the writing process (invention, drafting, revising, editing, and reflection) to develop clear, coherent paragraphs controlled by topic sentences, supported with adequate detail, completed with appropriate conclusions, and utilizing various rhetorical patterns.
Writing: Recognize and apply the basic principles of grammar, punctuation, and mechanics to their own writing.
Writing: Create a multi-paragraph composition containing a thesis, body paragraphs with topic sentences, content developed with adequate supporting material, transitions, and an appropriate conclusion.

Semester Goals
The goal of this course is to help you write with greater ease and cogency.  As we progress through this semester, my goal is that you begin to see writing as a process of thinking, prewriting, drafting, proofreading, editing, and rewriting. It is a difficult process that can be exciting and fun!  We will begin the semester learning to write effective sentences and paragraphs, then move on to the basic five paragraph essay by the end of the course.  The ultimate goal of the course is for you to become more confident with your writing ability and to obtain the skills to progress successfully to English 110 and all of the classes you decide to take during the course of your college education. Remember, writing is a process that improves only with practice and commitment.

Coursework
Coursework consists of the following activities:
	Frequent writings (short in-class papers, and out-of-class assigned paragraphs/essays)

Multiple quizzes on the content of Sentence, Paragraphs, and Beyond
Grammar exercises 
Class discussions and group work
A final exam
An English Department Timed Writing Test



Grading 

I will provide numerous opportunities for you to demonstrate successful participation in the class.  Six areas will be examined when assigning grades at the end of the semester.  The areas will be weighted as follows:
Quizzes				25%
Writing Assignments			40%
Participation and Homework		20%
Mastery Writing Test		     	  5%
Final Exam	   		  	10%

To pass this course, you must complete all of the required assignments.  

Beginning with the Fall 2009 Semester, instructors have the option of assigning plus-minus grades; that system that will be used for this class.  Please note that you will be given one of the following final grades:
A+		A		A-	
B+		B		B-
C+		C 
D
F

Note that you will not be able to receive a C-, D+, or D-.
You will be able to check your grades regularly following your first test on Webgrade. 
Quizzes
Frequent chapter quizzes will evaluate your understanding of English language concepts.

Writing Assignments
All papers must be typed and double spaced and must be turned in during the class time when they are due.  Late papers will be accepted up until one week after the original due date.  However, they will be marked down one full grade for every class meeting that they are late.  No papers sent via email or fax will be accepted.  Late papers cannot be rewritten.
I will return your papers promptly with numerous comments aimed at helping you to improve your writing.  
Rewriting your papers - After you receive any of your papers, you may rewrite them for a higher grade only if the original submission was previously reviewed by a tutor in the English Writing Center.  In order to have the opportunity to rewrite your paper, you must attach to your original paper a “Tutor Response Sheet” from the English Writing Center.  Rewritten papers are due in the subsequent class session.  







Participation and Homework
You are expected to be prepared for class by bringing your textbook, papers, and pencils, and a highlighter.  Frequent classroom participation is required.
	Homework Exercises Assigned Online
Homework assignments will primarily be completed using online activities that correlate to the chapter of study in your textbook.  Information will be provided in class.
	Homework Exercises Assigned in the Textbook
	Textbook homework assignments will occur frequently.

Earning Credit for Homework Completed:  Credit for homework completed will be given at the beginning of each class session.  If you are late to class, you will not be given credit for homework completed.  Homework may not be made up.  

Mastery Writing Test
Each semester, all English 98 students are required to write an in-class multi-paragraph response to a prompt delivered by the English Department.  The paper is then evaluated by other English instructors as either a Pass or Fail.  I will reevaluate all “failing” papers.  

Academic Integrity
In a writing course, such as ours, it is wise to keep the following information in mind.  The Random House Dictionary defines plagiarism as “the appropriation or imitation of the language, ideas, and thoughts of another author, and representation of them as one’s original work.”  Plagiarism is akin to theft, a serious offense. The most obvious form of plagiarism is copying directly from printed materials without using quotation marks.  A less obvious form, but equally as serious, is summarizing or paraphrasing the ideas of an author without citing the author as a source.  A third type of plagiarism that students must be aware of is using an editor whether a friend, family, member, or tutor beyond the point of propriety.  In this instance, the student’s paper does not reflect the knowledge, voice, and/or style of the student author.  Improper or inadequate documentation will often lower a paper’s score.  Any paper found to be plagiarized will receive an F.  Additional penalties may range from the student failing the entire course to the student receiving a recommendation from the instructor to the college president that he/she should be expelled from school.  Cheating on tests will also result in the same penalties.

